Jack’s only 18, but he’s had a long rugby career.   I saw him as a toddler kicking and throwing the ball on our sidelines.  By the time he was eight, he was on to the ‘organized’ part of his career, playing TRY for Billy Greg and John Oberly.  When he was in 6th grade, he was playing in CYR Frosh/Soph events.  He was selected to play ERRFU every year he was eligible (except the one he missed due to injury).  He even ‘whored’ some games and played for Rio Grande Selects as an 8th grader in the Rocky Mountain Challenge.  All in all, a great example of what we hope we can do with TRY and CYR.

He missed his sophomore year due to a football injury, but was the Saracen’s Captain his last two years.  He was our MVP last year, and I don’t think I’m being presumptuous when I say he will be it again this year.

Those are the ‘measurables’.  His ‘intangibles’ are greater.  The difference to our team when he is on the field (he missed 2 league games due to injury this year) are immense.  

And great as his rugby skills are, it’s the leadership and inspiration that he brings that are even more important to dramatically changing our level of play on ‘game day’.  Maybe even more impressive than that though, is what he does in holding our ‘diverse’ group of players together ‘off the pitch’ and between games.  He’s a trusted friend, advisor and leader to all.

In football he played quarterback and was a four-year Letterman and two year Captain for a Gateway team that had its ‘challenges’.  Despite the ‘challenges’ he was First Team All Conference the last two years and Metro League Offensive Player of the Year this year.  He was the third rated quarterback in 5A, and Honorable Mention All State.

From all of our perspectives though, perhaps his most important accomplishment in football was his attempt to bridge the ages old chasm between ‘Gridiron’ and Rugby, by actually amassing 17 points through the use of the ‘Drop Goal’ ! (Once Jack showed his coach what he could do, his coach realized the value of having the quarterback in the position where he could kick it or go for the two points/first down.)

Academic accomplishments:

· Jack is Salutatorian of his class with a GPA of 4.59

· He was a Boettcher Scholar Semi-Finalist.

· He’s earned enough credits that he will be entering college as a sophomore.

· Scholarship offers from Denver University, University of Puget Sound, Seattle University and Benedictine College

· Member of National Honor Society

· Two Year President of Mu Alpha Theta Mathematics Society

· An accomplished writer, published in ‘5280 Magazine’.

· Academic Letter every year in high school

· Competed at State Level of Future Business Leader of America.

Community Service Accomplishments:

· Spirit Team Leader at Queen of Peace Church, Eucharistic Minister and Confirmation Sponsor.

· Spent two weeks of his summer vacation helping build a house, and two churches in rural Mexico.

· Recipient of ‘Quest Challenge Award’.  Quest awards a cash prize to recognize and encourage youths’ contribution to community service.  Upon winning the award, Jack donated the money back to the charity/project he was working on (St. Andrews Soup Kitchen on Colfax in Aurora).  He still works there one full day per week.

· Tutors math at various central Aurora high schools.

· Four years as Counselor and leader for “Camp for Champs” football camp for young kids in Aurora.

